
IN MEMORIAM: DR. NORMAN LOFTUS BOR (1893-1972) 

Dr. Nonnan LoRus Bor, formerly of the Indian Forest Service, and later Assistant Director, 
Royal Botanic Gardens. Kew, passed away on 22 December, 1972 at the age of 79. Dr. Bor had a very 
active career as a forest officer, administrator and researcher, but he will probably be remembered most 
for his contributions to the taxonomy of gasses. 

Dr. Bor w;u born on 4 May 1893. He took his M.A. degree from the University of 
Dublin ; later he underwent a course in 
forestry. From September 1914 to November -- -- 
1919 he served in the Fint World War ; he q 
was with the Connaught Rangers in France and 
became a Captain. He joined the Indian Forest 
Service on 20 December 1921 as Assistant 
Conservator in Nowgong, Assam. In 1924 he 
became a Deputy Conservator-in-charge of 
Kamrup Division, in 1927 Working Plan 
Officer, Dhubri, and in 1930 W.P.O. Shillong. 
In view of his administrative abilities and 
knowledge of languages in addition to his 
duties as Forest Officer, he was appointed in 
1931 as Political Officer, Ealipara Frontier 
Tract, and in 1935 Deputy Commissioner of 
Kohima. In 1935, he became Botanical 
Officer and Silviculturist to Aslam Government. 
In the same year he went to Kew for training 
in taxonomy of grasses for preparing an account 
on the grasses of Assam. 

This appointment a5 Botanical Officer 
brought Dr. Bor closer to systematic botany, 
and in 1937 he became Forest Botanist at the 
Forest Research Institute, Dehra Dun ; he held 
this post till 1942, and during his stay at Dehra 
Dun he was for some time the President, Forest 
Research Institute and Inspector General of 
Forests. From 1937 to 1942, Dr. Bor taught 
at the Indian Forest College, and was a very 
popular teacher. In 1942, Dr. Bor went back to 
serve the Forest ~ e ~ a r t m e n t  of Aasam and by 
1945 became a Senior conservator. The withdrawal of troops from Burma in 1942, and the threatened 
invasion of Assam led to hundreds of refugees pouring into Assam through Naga Hills. Dr. Bor offered 
his services to Government of India and was appointed Chief Administrator of Burma Refugee Organisa- 
tion ; later he became Director of Amm Relief Measures. These jobs demanded very hard work and 
qualities of organisation. In recognition of his services Dr. Bor was made a Compnnio~l of the Indian 
Empire. 

Dr. Bor made extensive collections in the Indian subcontinent ; his collections from Assam, NEFA, 
Lahul, Sikkim and Tibet are vduable treasures in the herbarium of The Fore~t Research Institute, 
Dehra Dun. 

Dr. Bor's interests extended to general forest botany and ecology. His book Manual of fndim Fwsrt Bohny (1953) is a valuable reference book. Jointly with Shri M. B. Raizada, he published a 
aeries of articles on ornamental shrubs and climbem ; these were later published in the f o m  of a book 
entitled BcautaM Indian Shrubs and Climbers. 
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He published several papers on ecology. His presidential. address in the Botany Section of Indian 
Science Congress at Baroda (1942) was on 'Ecology : theory and practice'. His doctorate was on 
'Synecology of the Naga Hills' ; he also pub!ished works on relict vegetation of Aka Hills. 

Dr. Bor retired from the Indian Forest Service in 1946. By this time, he had established his 
reputation in the taxonomy of grasses, and was appointed Assistant Director, Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Kew. 

Dr. Bor's interest in the taxonomy of grasses, initiated in 1936 lasted till his death. He published 
over one hundred research papers on this subject including several large works, namely Flora of Assam, 
V. Gramineae (1 940), Common Grasses of the United Provinces (1941), Grasses of Burma, Ceylon, India and Pakistan 
(1960), Grasses of Afghanistan (1965) and Grarses of Iraq (1968). He was active till the end of his life, and 
he published a critical taxonomic note on grasses just few months (September 1972) before his death. 

Dr. Bor earned numerous distinctions for his valuable contributions to botany, in the fields of 
ecology and forestry. He was awarded the D. Sc. degree of the University of Edinburgh, Fellowships 
of the National Institute of Sciences, Royal Society of Edinburgh, Linnean Society, London, and elected 
President of the Botany Section of the Indian Science Congress and the Indian Botanical Society. He 
was the recepient of the Paul Johmnes Bruhl Memorial Medal of the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal. 

Dr. Bor was very human and humorous. Innumerable instances of his personal benevolence, 
jovial disposition and witty conversations are narrated by Mrs. Bor, a true companion and who 
predeceased her husband in her book Adventures of a Botanist's wife. 

Dr. Bor had very wide correspondence with agrostologists and taxonomists ; he used to write a 
very bold hand with big and long loops and connectives, sometimes covering a whole page. Dr. N. L. 
Bor will be remembered for long for his service to Indian Forestry and much more for his magnificent 
and voluminous work on the grasses of this subcontinent. 
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